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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ARMY jL A ? C 

'■ United StatesArmy t\ 

Office of the Staff Judge Advocate 

Yokohama, Japan 

' • 31 March 1948 ■ 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS TERUHCHI SAITO 
UNITED STATES OF .AMERICA VS SHOOICHI SASAKI 
. UNITED’ STATES QF AMERICA VS KIYAMATSU SUDA 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS SEIICHI YUTANI 

Review of the Staff Judge Advocate 

1, The attached refeord of tyial of TeruteLchi Saito, Shooichi Sasaki, 
Kiyamatsu Suda and Seiichi Yutani at Yokohama, Japan, from 6 October to 14'October 
1947 by a Military Commission appointed by paragraph 23, Special Orders No. 230,' 
Headquarters Eighth Army, dated 1 October 1947, having been referred to the Staff 
Judge .Advocate, this review thereof is submitted to the Commanding General. 

, . \ ' . i. 

Personal Data Concerning 1 Accused 

NAME: Terukichi Saito DATE OF CONFINEMENT: ' 29 December 1945 

AGE: 35 ' DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT:.. 6 October 1947 

RESIDENCE: Chuo, Horonai, Mkasa-machi, PLACE- OF TR£AL: Yokohama, Japan '. 

Sorachi—Gun, Hokkaido PERIOD OF TRIAL? 6 to 14—Dctober 1947 

MARITAL STATUS:: M&rf*Led ' ' ' - DATE OF SENTENCE: 14 October. 1947 • 

RELATIVES: Mother, brother, sister SENTENCE: CHL for* io jwars 

EDUC^S-ION: Two years of middle school CLEMENCY RECt)MMENDED ..BY COMMISSION: 


NAME: Shooichi Sasaki . 

AGE: 31 

RESIDENCE: '24 Rokkenyashiki, Nakachi- 
yama, Aza, Yoneyama-mura, Tomei-gun, 
Miyagi-ken 

M'RITAL STATUS:• Married ' 

RELATIVES:- Father, mother, 4 brothers, 

2 sisters 

EDUCATION: Higher primary school (8 
years); agricultural and dendrologlcal 
school (5 years) 

VOCATION: Farmer 

MILITARY CAREER: Entered the Army 
10 December 1936; served in Korea and 
China; hospitalized 12 July 1939 and 
discharged February 1940. Rank: 
master sergeant. 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 4 January 1946 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 6 October 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 6 to 14 October 1947 
DATE OF SENTENCE: 14 October 1947 
SENTENCE: CHL for 5 years 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: 

No 


NAME: Kiyamatsu Suda 
AGE: * 31 . 

RESIDENCE: Hokkaido, Hakodate-shi, 


Ugaura-cho, 11B 


M'RITAL STATUS: Married ' 
RELATIVES: Five brothers, wife, 
daughter 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 18 April 1946 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 6 October 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
■PERIOD OF TRI\L: 6 to 14 October 1947 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 14 October 1947 
SENTENCE: CHL for 7 years 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: No 
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EDUCATION: Higher primary school 
VOCATION*. A company employee 
MILITARY CAREER: Entered the Array in 
March 1938; discharged' during the 
latter part of' the year. Reinducted 
in 19395 hospitalized August 1940 5 
discharged from the Third - Military' . 
Hospital in Tokyo, Rank: private 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 7 January 1946 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 6 October 1947* 
PLACE OF TRIAL.: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 6 to 14 October 1947 
DATE OF SENTENCE: 14 October 1947 - 
SENTENCE: CHI for 10 years 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: 


NAME: Seiichi Yutani 
AGE: 31 

RESIDENCE: Hokkaido Hidakagun, VTakawa- 
cho, Higashi-machi 

MARITAL STATUS: Married': ' " . ' 

RELATIVE'S: ; Father, mother, 4 brothers, 
sistep,. two children 
EDUCATION: Primary school ( 6 th grade) 
VOCATION: Fisherman 
MILITARY, CAREER: Inducted in Army in : 
September. 1938 and served until May 
1939V Hospitalized from May 1939 
June 1940; ' discharged. Reinduoted 
in August 19415 discharged October 
1942. Rank: private first class 


2, Synopsis or Charges, Pleas, Findings^, Legal Sufficiency^ and Sentence 


Charge and. 
SALTO ‘ 5 


Charge: Accused, a civilian ;guard 
employed, by and serving with the 
Imperial Japanese 'Army-, at the times 
and places set forth in the specific 
tions hereto attached; did violate 
the Laws and Customs of War, 


Sp 1: On or,about 31 August 1943, 
at Hakod&te Main POW Camp, Hakodate, 
Hokkaido, Japan,; accused, with Seiichi 
Yutani and Shooichi -Sasaki, did will¬ 
fully and uni artfully mistreat Stanley 
Hough and J.' Hilley, British PW»s.,’ by 
beating aid otherwise abusing then, 

Sp 2: In or about May 1943, accused 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
J. Hall, a British PW, by beating and 
otherwise abusing him, 

Sp 3: In or about January 1943, accused 
did willfully'and unlawfully mistreat 
p, J, w. Bray, a British PW, by beating 
and otherwise abusing him. t 

Sp 4: In or about January 1944, accused 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat ' 
Victor Cecil'Regan and one Pvt, Wilson, 
British PW»s, by forcing them to stand' 
in the cold and otherwise abusing them. 
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Sp 5: (as amended R. 2): Between 

1 January 1943 and 31 May 1944, accused 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
Paul Sechak* an American F‘ T , by beating* 
and otherwise abusing him. 

Sp 6r (as amended R* 2): During, i 

1943 , accused did-willfully and'unlaw¬ 
fully mistreat L. A. G» Clayton, a 
British •■FW, by beating and otherwise 

abusing him, ■ 

' ' * 

Sp 7: On numerous occasions during. 1943, 
accused did willfully' and unlawfully 
mistreat Edward Barry, a British PW, : 
by beating and otherwise abusing him.. 

Sp 8: Between 4' January.1943 -and 
17 February 1945, accused did Willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat numerous American 
and; Allied {W*s, otherwise than fis 
alleged in Specifications 1 to 7, 
inclusive, by beating and otherwise 
abusing them. 


SASAKI : 

1 i 1; , ", • 

.•bhai^jsf;' Accused, a civilian- guard - -» • 
employed and*s*erving with the . * 

imperial Japanese Army)- at the* times; . 
and placed set'forth in the specific a~ 
J^ibns hereto attached,; did-.violate <*• * 
the?Laws and Customs of War,. 

' T •- - V V ; ' * * ^ 

-Sp 1: Between 31 August XfU3 arid 
30 July 1944, at Hakodate Main POW # 
Camp, Hakodate,-Hokkaido, Japan, *- 

accused, with Sbiichi Yutani and 
Kiybmat;su;Suda, 'did willfully and ' 
unlawfully mistreat Peter. Burtohwood, 
a. British pm, by beating and otherwise 

abusing him. * 

1 ■- . •• ■ ■ 17 ■ ■ ' 

Sp 2: On or about 31 August 1943> 
accuse^,- with Seiichi Yutani and 
Teruki'chi Salto, did willfully and 
unlawfully mistreat Stanley Hough and 
J. Hilley, British F7's, by beating 
and otherwise abusing them.’ 

Sp 3.t Between'!! January. 1943 and 
30 August 1944, accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat numerous American 
• and .Allied F ! J*s, otherwise than as 
alleged in specifications 1 and 2, by 
beating and otherwise abusing them. 


Charge: \ Accused, a civilian employed 
by and serving with the Imperial 
Japanese Army, at the times and places 
set forth in the specifications hereto 
attached, did violate'the Laws and 
Customs of ,tr ar. 1 




Sp 3 s In or about January 1944/,accuse 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat.' 
James C..Young, Marlin Hooper, Jesse P. 
Gilleland, Michael Daly, Douglas F. <■ 
Knigit and Guy M..Rose, American jPWsy 
by beating and otherwise abusing them. 

Sp 4: - In or about February 1944, 

accused did willfully and 'unlawfully 
mistreat Leonard C« Campbell, ah 
American beating and otherwise 

abusing him.’ 

Sp 5? Between;31 Jfe&st 1943 and • 

30 July 1944, accused, yd.th Seiichi 
YutaSf and §hpoichi Sasaki, did will:-" 
fully* and ‘unlawfully mistreat Peter K. 
BUrtonwood,.. a' British.'PW, .by W.fc^rtg * 
and otherwise'abusing hiiu.;* ' .. 

Sp'6s.. Between - 31 August 1943 and 
10 August 1944, accused' did fallfully 
and unlawfully mistreat -fiBmeroua 
/American and Allied' FW f s, otherwise 9 
than'as. alleged*inspecifications 1 
to 5, inclusive," by beating and other¬ 
wise abusing them. 

•YUTAMI 

■ ■ / . A ■' 

Charges -Accused, a civilian guard 
employed by and serving with the / 
Imperial Japanese Army, at the times 
and places set - forth in the specifica¬ 
tions attached, did .violate the Laws 
and Customs of. War. 

Sp 1: Between 31 August 1943 and 
30 July 1944, at Hakodate Main POW; 

. Camp, Hakodate, Hokkaido, Japan, 
accused, with Shooichi Sasaki and 
Kiyomatsu Suda, did .willfully and 
unlawfully'mistreat Peter Kenneth 
: Burtonwood, a .British PW, by beating 
and otherwise abusing him... 

Sp 2t On numerous‘occasions during 
1943 ,. accused did willfully and ' 
unlawfully mistreat Edward Barry, a 
British PW,'by beating and otherwise 
abusing him.. ■ 



Sp 3: On bi 4 about 31 August 1943, 
accused^ with Shooichi Sasaki and 
Terukicki Sa.itb, did willfully and 
unlawfully mistreat Stanley Hough and 
J* Hilley, British F^'s, by beating 
and otherwise abusing them. 


Sp 4: ; Between 4 .<|anuary 1943 and 
30 July 1944, accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat numerous 
.American and Allied FAT's, otherwise 
than as alleged in specifications 1 to 
3, inclusive, by beating and otherwise 
abusing them. 


conscious. On returning to camp, accused Sait.o made the two-PW's;-_kneel- and 
hold a ''bucket of coal outstretched, in front" - of them. _%>en the .bucket sagged 
they, were hit on thread-with'a "Sword-stick"'. ..After one and one-Tialf hours 
they lost consciousness .(Ex. Z L l). ■ - . ^ ' r 

"* • * As to Specification 2 (Terukichi-’Sai.bo^ :. -On or about May 1943", 

ai«r near'Hakodate Main POW Camp,‘>the acCuSed" beat ond^icksjfi J. Halloa--.. * 
British P'&’-because-he di<J' rjot siflg "Japanese patriotic-songs loud. enough on 
j;/ay from work." The- beating’ took^piace e» route from work, and again'whSn they 
reached camp (Ex. 3, 4, 5> 6-). , . • „». 

- - \ ; " • *• • -i 

As to Snecififetion 3 ( Terukichi Saito). : On or about January 1943,_ 
at Hakodate Main POT' Camp, Pf J-» wT -Bjay, a British FV, was engaged in carrying - 
110-pound.bags of' rivets. Being exhaustSd Bray dropped tore bag and sank^do^n 
to rest and SaitoVcoming on, the scene,, accused gray of sleeping on the job, 
beat Bray- with his- rifle butt, end when Bray fell ’to the ground Salto kicked 
him until Bray "was practically unconscious" (Ex. 7). 

As to Specification 4 (T erukichi Saito) : In or about January 1944 
at Hakodate Main POT Camp,”Victor Cecil Regan was 0 n fire guard after toe lights 
were out; A fire was burning in one of the.stoves and Saito accused Regan 
building thefire.■ Regan denied building the fire end Saito.demanded that Regan 
call the guard who had preceded him and Regan wakened Pvt. Wilson, a'Britisn 
who had preceded:.him on duty. Not obtaining the desired information, accused 
made both Regan and Wilson stand out in the snow,dressed Only in underclothing 
and wooden sabots for three-quarters of an hour (Ex. 8, 9, 10; • 

As to Specification 5 ( Terukichi Saito) : Between 1 January 1943 
and 1 31 May 1944 aFHakodate Main POW Camp, permission had been grated n group 
S FW's to build a fire in a stove at a dock. The Pw-s were standing around 
the stove, when accused approached and Paul Sechak, an American FW, , 

"Here comes a guard-. The ; accused heard 'this and Reused Sechak of insulting 
himi He beat Sechak with his fists> then with a rafle butt, striking Sec ak 
iTtoe face and body. The accused became tired from the abS 

Sechak and had Sechak kneel While accused rested and in a fe " 
again took to beating Sechak, this time using a 2 x 4. The beating was un 
mfrcifS. Sechak's body was black and blue three fc eetii were'knocked^ouU ^ 

His left thumb'was.'broken and he was "bleeding from the mouth, nose ana neaa 
(Ex* 6, 10, 11> 12, 27)» . , 


As to Specification 6- (ferukichi Saito) ; . In marching to and from 
work M's were being required to sing Japanese patriotic songs. During 1943 
when the PW's were returning from the camp, Saito accused L. A. C. Clayton, a 
British PW, of not singing. Clayton expressed resentment at, having to sing and 
accused attacked Clayton,;first with fists, then with his.feet, While Clayton . 
was down accused struck- him'."several blows" on the face with the butt of a rifle. 
The assault'loosened, several teeth,,paused cut.s in the.back of Clayton's head, . 
Clayton became unconscious and:.was. carried back to the camp by other PW's, "The 
camp commandant\did not .know of the incident 1 ! as. Clayton "did not register a - 
complaint" ■ (Ex^ 13, 14;) * 


' • As to Specification 7 (Terukich i Sa ito) : Duringi943 while at 
Hakodate Main PM Camp, Edward Barry,- a British PW, was beaten on several occa¬ 
sions (Ex. 15) by Japanese guards, among them the accused Terukichi Saito,' In 
1943 Barry was beaten for stealing fish* He. and other PW's were made to strip 
off boots and socks and'sit on their heels'with outstretched arms for several 
hours waiting for trial. While so waiting, each man received some form of punish^ 
ment from the guards in attendance (Ex. 15/. 


• As to Specification 8 (Terukichi Saito) : Between 4 January 1943 
and 17 February 1945, at or near Hakodate Main POT Gamp, accused slugged 
Michael J. Daley two or three times in the face with his fist and hit him twice 
in' the ribd with the butt of his rifle because Daley had not saluted accused 
.(Ex/ 12). G. Edwards,' a British PW, and L.A.C. Pat Greenan, a PW, were made 

to sit cross-legged on gravel with their hands outstretched and "ankles pressing 
into the ground" because they had stolen fish.'.Whenever their.'hands dropped 
they were'flicked under'the arm with a bayonet; After about two hours both fell 
exhausted on .the -grouht, and they were Ordered-to'.the guardhouse. They were 
unable to walk'and-had to crawl on Iheir hands and knees. As .-they, entered the 
gusrdfl&iSe they were kicked about the body, by guards.' - "Sibo 1 ! .was one of the ... 
guards who did the kicking'".(Ex. l6)'.i. P. •'GySenan.waA beaien by "Sjto" at-Hakodate 
for- taking same-salmon CEx, it). Douglas F> -ffiight,^ PWf waa^beaten-by ..two . v 
guards and JSvroiwn into _the .guardhouse for stealing,a^few^beans that the Japanese'* _ 
'ware feeding to the homes.-Lyccusecbwas it^rolved in this beating (Ex»'-18»)» „ ...^ 

•Accused alias "B illy Bennet", -beat J. W; Knemner "for chewing'tobacco while • 
lying on his sleeping'mat"'; The beating was with a stick and Knemner wag--badly 
bruised. This was in the middle of summer of 1944 (Ex. 18). 

- - i "Sltd-San-,! nicknamed Billy Bdhnett", saw F. Robinson shavingjraih , 

a-Rolls razor. ft?" wanted to -buy it, Robinson refused _ to -.sell; it;-acCused“thdh 
wanted to borrow it and again Robinson refused., .Accused became infuriated and 
•’assaulted" Robinson and kicked him "on the shins" until Robinson fell .to the 

floor. Robinson's leg was sore for days (Ex. 19, 20). ■ 

* - * *- “ ‘ * • 

• "Billy Bennett", accused,'[attacked and beat P* W. Garrod, an 

American EW (Ex. 26). . •■ - ' , • . • 

V. G. Bristow was told that-"Billy. Bennett", accused, gave cruel 
beatings to working parties using the butt of his'rifle (Ex, 27). 

Kenneth A» C. Sayer Poll, a British PW, was punched in the face 
and kicked in the shins by accused (Ex. 39)/ 

' ' Jack W. Kenner was engaged in unloading sacks of beans. Kenner was 
Chewing tobacco but Saito, accused, thought he was chewing some of the beans. 

Accused beat'Kenner with a bamboo stick and bruised him (.Ex. 1*1), 

-■ "Two American : P0W were taken from the barracks at midnight one 

nighl'in tauJTwM by <Benetfc' and to the gd Hhorougly 

worked over' by <Billy Bennett'■ and the 'Yankee Clipper' until six o clock in 

the morning"'(Ex* 42). 

An ‘meriCan : )pW, L. E. Cudd, was beaten by accused and one other 
fmard with "fists, bamboo sticks, id fie butts, and wooden 
S was . caught'Carrying An unlighted:;<dgarette into the barracks (Ex. 42). 

* . . . ' ' .' ✓ . . * -r 
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As t o.Specific ation 1 (Sfiooi chi Sasaki) : - Between 31 August, 1943 and 
30 July. 1944 for rib" apparent reason, Peter Burtonwood, a British PVT, .was .dragged 
from bed in the middle of the night by accused and then beaten by accused Yutani 
and Suda. Following the beating - Burtonwood, was 1 made to hold a bucket of water at 
arm's length in front of him (Ex. 21, 34}« 


As to Specification 


Not Guilty 


As to Specifica tio n 3 (Shooichi Sa saki):.- "There was one guard , , • 
nicknamed the 'Chocolate Soldier' who "beat up a man named Ted- Gorringe of the 
R.A.F, and as a result bruised his. face, and blacked his eyes, the weapon he 
used being & broom stick, and I witnessed the incident" (See affidavit of 
P, J» W; Bray, Exhibit 7) . "Sasaki, nicknamed 'chocolate-saLdier" 1 , in the 
early part of January 1944 gave Otto Dickman and Andrew Pisarcyzk a beating 
because Dickman had hung a pair of wet.socks to dyy on one of- the heating pipes 
in the barracks. They were beaten in the face with the fists of the accused 
for 15 or 20 minutes and their faces were cut and bruised (Ex. 22). Because of 
Dickman's hangihg the socks on - the - heating pipe, Eric Becker, Harry Agro and 
another PVT were beaten (Ex. 23 , 24 , 27). On or' about May or .June. 1944, accused, 
in searching for concealed cigarettes, found a necklace that Joseph Hunter had 
made bv stringing one cent Japanese coins on a chain. Accused swore m Japanese 
at Hunter and struck him in'the face and knocked out four of Hunter's teeth 
(Ex. 25,. 26). Corp. Hughes, L.A.C. Garrod and-L.A.C. Edwards and Hunter were 
forced to kneel and Sasaki struck them on the head and shoulders with a baton 
he carried, and then went in back of them apd "trod" on their toes ,(Ex. 25),. 

Later in'February 1945. after calling the matter of the teeth to the. camp com¬ 
mandant's attention, Hunter was issued upper and lower dentures (Ex; 25). 

"Sasaki was a v/ell-tff^hed.soldier and applied:Japanese parade ground.discipline 
to the pw's. Sasaki had a very effective punch arid he usually used his fis*. - 
Vo beefe-FT's" (Ex. 27)V 1. L. ml, .a British PW, with a-group of other PVf's, 
were ifned up*ih two rows--of- five. • Sasaki, had;theJ:vjo rovjs face each other^ and 
foa-his' entertainment' had the* two ro^s' to strike ehch dthar until a" Japanese „ v 
officer'came'filong^nd stopped'the-fighting. The officer thefPintimating he •« 
- would teach*the PV how^to. f.jght s trucks PW a 'violent with his clencliedT ^ 
•fist-on the left side of the neck,'sufficient to knock him Spinning" (E*. 40).- 

.. '• As - to SoecifibStion 1 (Kiyamatsu Suda): Accused struck Lt.Gol, ‘ 


,• \ As; to -.Specificat ion 1 (Kiyamatsu Suda) : Accused struck Lt, Col. 

Emmert C. Lentz, MC, "on* the bide of the. chin twice with closed fists" apparent¬ 
ly-because Lentz was snfoking in a locatiom vhere "an unwritten, camp regulation• 
prohibited smokirig'in hospital corridor-". The incident vras .reported-and « *„ ■ 

different attitude .was taken toward F"'s and' "Sadat apparently "lost face 
because'thereafter Suda "went out of his way to be pleasant towards Lentz 

(Ex. 28, 29, 27). 

As to Specification 2(Kiyamatsu Suda) : Not Guilty 

As to Specification 3 (Ki yamatsu Suda) ; Accused,^ in oy about 
January 1944 - aThakodate Main POT Camp, beat James C. Young, Marlin Hooper, 
Jesse 0. Gill el and, Miche.el Daly, Douglas F. Knight, and Guy Mi Rose ™- fch * 
Japanese shoe because Young hbdn’t lined his shoes up outside the Joor.Young 
collapsed from the beating; Knight was knocked to the floor and g°t u P crying. 
Rose was struck several times' and fell; Gillelend was knocked to 
(Ex. 31, 32, 33). . 9. 

As to Specification 4 (K iyamatsu Suda) ; In or about Fpbruary.1944 
at the Hakodate MainPCT Camp,Teona.rd C. Campbell,, an ^icarrPVT^was be 
with fists until he was shaken up and dazed. Some shoes were not l^ed up a 
^e caip orders required. The shoes were not Campbell's but belonged to .nothe. 
W» Suda would not - listen to Campbell and attacked him lEx. ih )• 

. • - As to Specification 5 ( jayamatsu S^aj- Hetwecn 31 ^^ ^943 

■and 30 July 1944, at the""Hakodate fein POT Camp, one night Peter a K * 

S!s dragS Shis bed by Sasaki andfor - pppa-nt r eason wa- b,^ 
Sasaki k Yutani and the-accused Suda* He was beaten until he . - , , 

He «* bep.ten until he imcenseious end revived •»* 

. . (Ex. 21, 34). - 
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As to Specificatjerv 6! (Kjyamatsu Suda) ;; f Between 31 August 1943 and 
10 August 1944 at Hakodate, accused did unlawfully and willfully mistreat numer¬ 
ous American and Allied, PW's, otherwise than those already alleged herein. 

Accused slapped Berry when he interceded.for Lenta who was caught smoking'in a ' 
forbidden area (Ex. 27). 'Suda struck;Salley-Joe Fisher and Doppert Tibbs, PW's, 
in the f ace, twice (Ex. J>5, 36) . They were struck because a shoe was out of,line. 
Sgt. Gibbs was struck too, .. "Many men in camp" wepe-hit by Suda. '(Ex., 36). "Suda 
was frequently beating up men in the same.way he beat; me", Hubert.Smith'said in 
his .affidavit marked Exhibit 30.* Smith.saw him beat PW's several times but could 
not recall the names'of the men. Sometimes he used the butt of his rifle to 
strike’ the men on the body. .Most of the beatings he gave with his.fists (Ex. 30). 

As to Specification 1 (Seiichi’ Yutani) ? Between 31 August 1943 
and 30 July 1944' at Hakodate Main"P0W Camp, Peter Kenneth Burtonwpod, a British. 

PW, was apparently, for no reasen at all, dragged from his bed'at midnight and 
beaten until he was,unconscious by* the'accused Yutani, Sasaki and Suda. He was 
badly bruised from the beating.(Ex. 21 j 34).. ‘ - 

As to Specification 2 (Seiichi Yutani): Edward Barry, a British PW> 
in his affidavit marked Exhibit' 15 says'"During 1943 I was beaten up at different' 
times by guards whom we knew as: Utani, Sito, and a civilian known as Kamisaware, 
who worked for a Stevedore Company and in charge of prisoner work parties, The 
beatings were by fist in most instances, but quite often a'stick was used and 
they would hit indiscriminately , on the head,, face and back, unless one could 
manage to get out of reach. Utani frequently Used -a rifle butt and has struck 
me in the back with it many times." (Ex’. 15)*' , . ~ t ‘ *.'■ ’.- .■ 

As to Splcificat i on 3- (Seiichi Yutani) : Not Guilty. ~ -- . - ; ' 

. ■ r .[ " ■ - - * ■* ' - t , — 

G »- - . *,\e to Specification 4 CSeiichi-Yutani ): Between' 4 January 1943 -' 

and 30 July" 1944,. at the Hakedate Main POfr • th^ adbused Seiichi. Yutani did 

willfully and unlawfully mistreat .J&flierous American and-Allidi P/f's othdh‘than v . B 

- those abov?“set out."'Yutani^-"without-any excuse"’dtiiungl^is baybnet at a man . 

Earned Williams in the Tt,A,j£ and cut his from elbow to jurist, "Thi/ same ... 

guard very often came round th^ camp at meal times and would kick over wha ■■ t - 

little dinner we had. If we made the slightest murmur-he would beat uS*. Yutanx.*,.. 
"hit eight or nine-men with his hands on one occasion because they were.laughing ^ 
at a joke" (Ex. 1,0), i'A British priscftieij, Sayerpole, was, on one-occasion, 
most savagely attacked'by ■'Utamy' who’ hit with the butt. oY .his rlfl.e so^seyere- 
ly that he'became unconscious and had to be taken back to hospitSl" (Ex. 26;. 

G. Wi >R; Grant in an affidavit, Exhibit 37, says "I actually saw 'Yutani and 
•Saito', two of the guards, beat prisoners with their fists, rifle butts and 
bayonets.' 1 cannot remember the names of the British and Americans who were 
beaten up in the camp. There were between 300 and 400 of us" (Ex.' 37). 

C. .Hattrick in his affidavit, Exhibit 33, says "Vi Yutani Saki. I have seen 
this civilian guard’beat prisoners on many, occasions by striking them with 
his fists"'(Ex.'38). Yutani. struck Kenneth A. C. Sayer-Poll with the butt of 
a rifle behind the'right- ear and knocked him. unconscious (Ex, 6, 39, 40;. on 
or about June 1943, while several Ftf's y/ere standing at attention, Yutani walkea 
down the front of the men'and struck each one a moderate blow in the lace, 

Louis Laurent Hill was one of those struck (Ex; 40). One of the accused, 

"Saito TerukLchi,'in Exhibit 41, stated Yutani, "a civilian guard, struck a 
’ PCW behind the head with the butt of his rifle and as a result, the PO-J tell 
' down and was dazed a little" (Ex. 41)• 

b. For the Defense : .- :_;■■■ 

\ J Accused .Terukichi Saito, being apprised of his rights.eag witness 
; (R.'82), # took the stand in his -own behalf . He is a married man, 3 / 

age, and has three children who are'8, 6, and 3 years of age.. He w _ 

Japanese Army and was wounded in Shanghai by--gunshot la the righ s ^ 

He was employed at Hakodate,Main PCP Camp.at 'Hakodate, Hokkaido, -J-P^n ^ ? a saki 
4 -January 1943 to January 1945 .(R. .83) as guard. The giard ’ 

one of the accused. •Instructions had been given the guards to be extremely 
careful in handling»of the py«s,-and d6 it in a fashion that would^ot be 
didgrSefSl to the Japanese people (R. 84), First Lt.Kudo had ordered accused 
onfri or two occasions to inflict beatings bufapOused did not carry out the 
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orders. He remembers (direct testimony), nothing regarding the incidents in 
Specifications 1, 2, or 3. He did not recall the names of the victims but he 
recalled the incident in Specification 4. A P’J who' was CQ had lights out and 
a. fire burning in the stove contrary to regulationsi The CQ who preceded this 
CQ was called to determine who had put the cool ori the stove'fire. Neither of 
the C'l’s admitted knowing anything about it and accused took them outside to 
discuss the matter. then took them back to the barracks and told them if 
such an incident occurred again,, he would force the men responsible to stand 
out in the snow*. No punishment was dealt out in this instance.. Accused remember¬ 
ed the incident in Specification 5 where several PW's Were standing around a fire. 
One large Dutch PW was close to the fire absorbing the heat and a small British 
pw v/as standing by "looking very cold"• Accused asked the Dutch PW to step' back 
and let the British P* r up and as he did this he "playfully jabbed the navel of 
the Dutch PW" , All the PW's around laughed except Sechak. He cursed accused. 
Accused understood what Sechak said and. he asked Sechak to explain in Japanese' 
and Sechak turned pale and immediately apologized.' Accused said okay and left. 

As accused left, Sechak turned to;the other PW and' said something and. accused 
thought it was ridicule. To avoid trouble accused got a wooden gun with a rubber 
point and then told Sechak to stand back from, the stove and Sechak did. as ordered;) 
Later accused came up and "lightly tapped Sechak on the neck (with his open palm)* 
told him to refrain from making insults". "He did not strike him and he did not 
kick him" (R. 85, 86 ; Ex. 41). Accused did not remember incidents under Spec¬ 
ifications 6 and .7, He "lightly tapped 'Sechak' and outside of that he beat 
no one" (R. 86 ). On cross-examination accused (Saito) stated-that after the. 
war (when called before the "Central Investigation Committee, of POW") he 'admitted 
he "had slapped Sechak lightly twice" (R. 89>. Accused Shooichi Sasaki, 'being^ ■ 
advised of- his righto as a witness (R. 96), elected to brake- the .stjnd and 
(R, 96, 97)' on-oat brie stifled he-was born*21'March 1917* and ^has three. children,. - - 
' seven* five,land three,years old. A bullet penetrated Ms* right knee in battle* _ 

' in China on *1-2 July 193.9. Accused'(Sasaki-) was a guard at* Hakodate Main PCk* 

Camp from ll January 1943 until 26 August -^8 knew nothing regarding'the 

incidents described in’Specific K l&ns 1-anJ 2. Accused (Sagpki) struck a. prison¬ 
er once dSring the latter part" Marsh. Lt. KudtT, camp.c ommahder, was looking • 
-out the window when tfe Saw FW r s oarrying*bdxes of wheat gluten similar^to caramels 
. A-FW reached into a box,';took out some caramel and put them'in his pocket, Lt. 

Kydo ordered accused to bj^Lng the prisoner up to the-office, and ordered acpiSSe^,:. 
' "to beat the guilty PW".' Accused "refused". On being ordered to so act the 
second time accused'did "unavoidablyi strike the PW "twice" with an.J'open palm"- 
(R."98)r -This^was the only time he hit a PW. He never. Mcked a PW. _ ' 

_ ‘‘ ' - . . ■ _ - * ■ 

'.Accused Kiyamatsu Suda, being informed o’f his rights as a witness 
(R. 102), stated he was. 31 years of age and was married and had one child five 
years of age.- He was employed at the Hakodate Main POW Camp, Hokkaido, Japan, 
from 1 September 1943 until June 1944 (R. 102, 103). He knew Leonard C. Campbell 
(Sp'4) -but he had never struck or beaten him. He remembered an American officer 
who, contrary to regulations, was smoking in the hospital corridor (.Sp. 1/. 

Accused told the officer (POW) to get back in his room and the officer paid no 
attention-jto. accused, Thereupon the accused slapped the officer trying to knock 
the cigarette from his moufcfi. ‘ Accused’^ruck th'fe officdr.only once LR, f03 Af. 

One evening in either February or March 1944,. PW's. in one of the barracks were 
arguing loudly after lights were out and they were supposedly m bed. -ccusea 
"gathered the four guilty prisoners of war and started out" to report .the case 
to the daily duty officer. A PW asked accused not to report the case to the 
duty officer and asked that .each ope be slapped and' the case dropped whereupon 
he "brought an end to this incident by giving each PW a. slap" (Rv 1 U 4 *. 

- Seiichi Yutani (accused) who had been advised of his rights as a 
vdtness■(R. 106) took the witness stand and testified that he was born 15 
ber 1917, was married and had two children,. two 1 and five years of <-ge. H ■=- 
iTthe in Manchuicuo until.October 1939 tih.nl 

toned tedd, homeland of Japan (E.'106>. He »rk.d at 'Hakodaite inU**. 

oner of."'ar Camp at Hokkaido, Japan, from 4 January 1943 until ■ ^ 

lqLL Accused did not recall or know of Burtonvraod, Barry, Hough and Hiliey 
1V44. ivccuseu.uxu Iiut, ^ 1071 Tiiere were two• occasions 

referred to in SDecifications 1, 2-and 3 V.R. ■> -Vf) y mere 
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on which accused Yutani struck F?7js. Once "during the latter part of February 
1943" he had orders from Lt. Kudo to hurry the men to work. Some PW's were 
lagging behind and accused went to the last FV? and from behind tapped the FW 
on the shoulder and told him to hurry. The PW "suddenly 1 thrust his elbow back 
and caught (accused) with the blow",. Accused became angry arid "pushed him with 
the rifle" and the "momentum of the push knocked him down" (R. 107). Accused 
helped him up; obtained permission to take - him to. the mess hall, and let him. 
stay away from work, fed him, got medicine and hot tea for him and the FW 
vranted to return to Work in the afternoon (R. 107). .Accused had not intended 
to knock him down' and had "no feeling of hatred or anything like that" against 
the FW (R. 108). Another time 20 FW’s were loading .Army canned rations into a 
barge. Some rations were stolen and after some questioning of FW*S, two. "admitted 
their guilt". Accused was- about to report the matter when a representative of 
the 20 FW*s asked him to refrain from reporting the incident to the higher author¬ 
ities and asked that the FW's be punished on the spot. Therefore, he struck each 
of the- two men, "the guilty two men, twice" (R, 108). 

Hiro Terido was called’ as a witness for the defense (R, 108). Re .was s. 
OAptain in the Japanese .Army and was stationed at Hakodate Main POW Camp from' 

24 December 1942 until 20 July 1944. While at the camp he knew Sait®, Sasaki, 
Suda'and Thtani and identified them in the eeurtrooa (R. 109). He neve*; heard 
any coaplaiafcs that these accused had struck PW*a» 

4. Opinion :- _ 

The Commission was constituted, by proper authority/and had jurisdiction 
over the accused and of the offenses charged-.' The question of sanity was-npver 
raised nor was it ah issue in this trial The'accused'were give'rroa fair and 
impartial trial and were ably defended. Each of the accus.ed cooperated in 
ovm.Jjehalf. -The defense'was unable,to examine'! hose, vho-prof fared widen ce_. 
against the .accused since all of-the propecutionj^ evidence was = in the. form oi 
affidavits' and statements from foj^ner PWt.s*«». + “ .■* ^ ,» —.: - \ - 

•ffie defense'in fts*"Motion for Modification of Findings and Santences" _ 
-charged: (l) That th'e Cpmmiss.iofT was without -jurisdiction to try the-accused 
in this case for offenses against British Nationals.., There is no merit-in this . 
contention. The Commissi'an was-an agency of the Supreme Commander for the .axieu 
Powers and was appointed as required by him. It has been repeatedly held t a 
the Commission has jurisdiction. - (Cisejlocket No. 128, fj^kajima et*ril).- ^ 

1 (2) That' the findings of the Commission are against the weight of the 
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Attached hereto ate forms of action-designed to, carry into effect-the 


above recommendatii 


*£.-0, fi&GEN - • * v 

Major $mCLC‘' *• 

Judge Advocate Section 
Reviewer v • > 


I concur in general with the views expressed in the foregoing 


review 


ALLAN R.- B ROY/1® 

Lt Colonel JAG-D 
Army Judge Advocate 
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